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TEACHING ABOUT RELIGION

A. The observance of religious holidays is not the responsibility of the public schools.

B. Since a public school is not a place of worship, the instructional materials, activities, decorations,
field trips, speakers, or assembly programs that are introduced into the schools should not
promote or discourage participation in any religion.

C. While it is recognized that many activities are initiated with the approach of major holidays so
as to capitalize on the readiness and interest that is generated at these times, it should be
understood that such occasions frequently have religious underpinnings and that care should be
taken so that lesson plans do not promote or discourage religious practices.  In order to avoid
entanglement with religions, staff should focus on secular aspects of holidays when planning
activities. Unless a lesson plan, which involves teaching about religion or a religious holiday,
relates directly to aspects of the approved curriculum, staff should be reminded that an
inordinate amount of time should not be devoted to preparing for "holiday" demonstrations,
observances and/or presentation.

D. Music programs given at times close to religious holidays should not be designed to promote or
discourage the religious observance of these holidays. Music selected for such programs
should be selected based on how appropriate a particular music selection is for the grade level in
terms of the song’s musical composition, length, and other qualities.  When a music program
includes music relating to a particular holiday, the music should be selected to avoid
emphasizing one particular religious tradition over others.  For example, programs presented
near December 25 might be called "Winter Concerts" or "Holiday Programs" rather than
"Christmas Pageants,” and may include musical selections representing the diverse cultural and
religious backgrounds pertinent to the holiday season.

E. Pageants, plays, recitals, student publications, and other literary or dramatic activities should not
be used to convey religious or anti-religious messages.

F. While the holidays represent a valid source of ideas for meaningful school art experiences,
teachers should avoid assigning or encouraging artwork that promotes religious aspects of such
holidays.  If, however, individual students choose to use a religious personage, event, or symbol
as the vehicle for an artistic expression, they should be allowed to take this action.  Staff need
not impede nor encourage the free expression of individual students in this regard.

G. No public school funds should be used to purchase materials for an intended devotional display
of definite religious symbols such as a Star of David, crucifix, or a Buddhist statue.

H. School choruses, bands, orchestras, and other music or dramatic groups may accept invitations
to perform at non-school religious functions only on condition that any member of the groups
may be excused at his/her request without penalty.

I. Teachers must be mindful that, as representatives of a public institution, they must refrain from
promoting or discouraging religion while performing their duties as a public employee.  In
keeping with this requirement, teachers should refrain from engaging in conduct or making
statements which may be reasonably interpreted by the students or members of the public as an
endorsement by the school of a religious or anti-religious viewpoint.
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